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Cecile's Wine Céllar is now part of Finewine.com.

We opened our second location December 11, 1999 in Gaithersburg, MD.
Our new e-commerce site has been booming and we are delighted to report
that you may now placeordersonlineaswell asin person. Asalwayswehave
our wonderful staff to serveall of your needsonlineand off. Aswegrow sodo
our allocationsfor all thosetough to find wines. We are sureyou will be de-
lighted with our ever-expanding sel ection of wonderful winesfrom around the
world. You can now access your orders on line. Just log on to
www.finewine.com and register for afull serviceaccount. Don’t forget we
ddiver!

TheTrendsof 2000...

The red wineboom continued through 1999. It seemed that once” 60
minutes’ and other newsmagazine programsinformed usthat winewasgood
for our hedlth, we started drinking more—especialy red wine. Asaresult, the
decade-long explosion of red varietalsled by Caber net Sauvignon and, more
recently, M erlot, showed no signsof |etting up. We have enjoyed the emer-
gence of world-classbottlingsfrom new or newly revived and |esser-known
wine producing areas. Thismonthwewill highlight new winesfromyour fa
voriteregionsof 1999 and add afew of our newest discoveriesthat weare
surewill be part of your 2000 list. On the domestic front, there were some
awesomewinesfrom Caiforniasuch as, Zinfandelsand Syr ah.

Ontheforeign side, thewinesfrom the Rhoneregion of Francewere
super exciting. Inthe Tuscan region of Italy, the 1997 winesfrom Chianti
werelush and exquisite; and in the Piedmont region of northern Italy, there
wasan explosion of exciting new Dol cettosand Bar ber asfrom the extraor-
dinary 1998 vintage. And most dazzling of al was Spain, (anin depth view will
befeaturedin the upcoming March newd etter) theregion of Riberade Duero
incentral Spain, which created exceptiona red winesinacontemporary style.
Perhapseven morethrilling (isit possible) arethewinesfrom Prior at, Spain.
Theselusciousdreamsarenot to be believed.

Onceignored, thewinesfrom New Zealand have begun to get the
attention they deserve. The Sauvignon Blancsin particular has caused al of
usto takenotice. Wehave a so seen continued interest in Australianwines. So
much so that we are importing our very own label, Beyond Broke. A
finewine.com exclusive! Wethought that the Beyond Broke namewas par-
ticularly fitting after our holiday bills. Weencourageyouto sampletheselively
new selectionsover theweb or in person.



A finewine.com exclusive...

Audralia

Australian wines have always been a huge success
around the world, for their generous nature and
certainly for the great value's. A new wine, which we
have discovered from down under, is“Beyond Broke”.
This winery is located in the southeastern part of
Austraiawherethe daysare hot and the evenings have
the necessary cool air, which retainsthe balance of the
grapesacidity and ripeness. One of the grape varieties,
which have shown great strides in Australia, is the
Semillon grape. Thisgrape hastheentirerangeof lovely
aromatics and extraction that makesit soinviting, itis
round yet it showsvibrant peach, lemon, and rich viscous
texturein your mouth.

Beyond Broke, Semillon 1998 $ 9.98

What a deal for the money! The perfect party wine,
that showsbright aromaticsand lively, young fruit. This
oneis sure to be a hit at any event and that is exactly
what Beyond Broke wanted to achieve. A winethat is
flavorful yetitiseasy to drink withasmooth and lively
finish. It has awell-balanced character between fresh
fruit and acidity. Havefunwith thiswineand enjoy its
youthful character.

Beyond Broke, Sparkling Semillon 1997 $12.98
Made in the traditional “Method Champenoise” from
Champagne, France. This is the method in which
traditional champagne is made. They have created a
sparkling wine that is wonderfully flavorful, showing
aromas and flavors of citrus, lime character and bright
peachonacleanandlively finish. Thisisalovely aperitif
winethat just dances on the tongue and focuses on the
crisp and vibrant qualities of Semillon.

Beyond Broke, Chardonnay 1998 $9.98
What is so charming about this wine is the round and
fruity quality that it hasto offer. Itismadeintheclassic
Hunter Valley style, whichisawinethat isfull of rich
and lively melon, tropical fruit with arich texture that
finishes with a good dose of toasty oak.

20A Grand Corner Ave. Gaithersburg, MD 301-987-5933

Cadlifornia

Chardonnay

So what sold the most? Red wine was certainly hot, but the
big white-also known as Chardonnay just keeps rolling
along. It continuesto bethe most popular winein theworld.
Chardonnay wasthebest it has ever been-no matter whereit
was bottled. From its native Burgundy to California and
Australia, they were adelight.

Byron Chardonnay 1997,

SantaBarbara $21.99 $16.98
When you taste this Chardonnay the first thing that comes
tomindisitsgreat balance between well extracted fruit that
is blended with just enough spiced oak to add charm and
character. ThisisaChardonnay with class, showing elegance
and balance. Its refreshingly crisp acidity on the finish is
supported by the complex flavorsof fruit that are mixed with
good toasty oak flavors.

Cuvaison Chardonnay 1997 $19.99 $16.98

Thisisjust acharming and smooth winewith anarray of ripe
and polished fruit that shows flavors of pear with hints of
vanillaand nutmeg. It finishesclean with good acidity. There
isan overall generousfeel on the palate but with an elegant
touch.

Bettendli Chardonnay 1997 $21.99 $15.98
Thereisrefined fruit herethat blendsnicely with themedium
toasted oak flavors, which are in turn balanced out by the
crisp mineral flavorson thefinish. Thelight spice notesand
vanilla flavors from the oak barrels marry nicely together
with the focused fresh apple fruit flavors. Thisis a
Chardonnay that has finesse rather than muscle.

Only available at our Virginia location.

Cabernet Sauvignon & Merlot
Joseph Phelps Caber net Sauvignon 1997
$41.99 $36.98

Thisis got to be one of the most accessible and precocious
Cabernet Sauvignon that Phelps has made in recent years.
The beautiful black currant fruit is blended nicely with a
light touch of both French and American oak, just enough
to add dimension to the wine. The fruit is gorgeously ripe
and has a concentrated personality. It is round and inviting
on the palate with low acidity.

Ch St Jean, Merlot 1997  $24.99 $21.98
From the Cdiforniawinery who received wineof theyear for
their Cingq Cepages Cabernet/Merlot blend, weare delighted
to present thismouth filling merlot. Madein the same careful
and elegant style, this merlot is full of bright fruits with a
velvery texture and taste. Grab it while supplies|last. Pefect
to serve with your next steak or chicken dinner.

1351 Chain Bridge Road, McLean, VA  703-356-6500



Zinfandel

Itisgetting harder and harder to find ajuicy Zinfandd thatis
affordable. When winesare so tasty and invitingwe believe
that you should be able to enjoy them on a regular basis.
Most of the new Zinfandel’s that hit the market are being
sold at big prices, not to say that they don’t deserve it but,
it is always so refreshing to find a few that are tasty and
cheap. Thetwo Zinfandel’swhich we are featuring show all
theripe, luscious, and fruity qualitiesthat makeaZinwhat it
is. There is weight to these wines but they are not
overbearing, they are simply great redsto drink with arange

of foods, especially grilled meats, chill or stew.

Cling, Zinfandel 1997 $11.99 $ 9.98
Lots of round and fragrant strawberry, raspberry flavors
emerge from thislovely glass of Zinfandel. It is so smooth
and easy-to-drink, thefruit is accessible and shows adescent
amount of structure and weight throughout. Drink now.

Kenwood, Zinfandel
“Old Vines’ 1998 $14.99 $11.98

So inviting, lively and showing the perfect bright, fruity
flavorswhich make Zinfandel so aluring and tasty. It hasan
explosion of fruit flavors that cover the spectrum of
strawberry, raspberry, roses, amixture of herbsand amedium
touch of spiceon finish. It has good weight and structure on
thepalate. Itisamuchrich style Zinfandel, with around fruit
character.

Sauvignon Blanc

Lately there has been a small convoy of New Zealand
Sauvignon Blancs entering the market and yes, some have
been good but there are others that are just excellent. The
Sauvignon Blancsdisplay the entire exotic flavor spectrum -
thefruitiscitrus driven mixed with the classic notes of kiwi,
gooseberry, and some even show profound aromas and
flavors of red currants. They show good weight, which still
remains clean, and fresh. The onesthat stood out for usthis
month are good introductions to the unique and yet classic
Sauvignon Blanc flavors that New Zealand has to offer at
incredibleprices.

CoopersCreek, New Zealand $14.99 $12.98
This is an expressive Sauvignon Blanc with the unique
signature of exotic aromas that focus more on the citrus
side, witharound palatethat isfull, witharich fed throughout.
Its charming citrus notes show lively grapefruit, lemon, and
kiwi flavor. Thiswine represents an excellent value that is
hard to pass up. Unfortunately, it is very limited.

20A Grand Corner Ave. Gaithersburg, MD 301-987-5933

Nobilo, New Zealand $1299 $ 9.98

Here is another winner from New Zealand, it not only
represents agreat value but it iswonderfully tasty too. This
Sauvignon Blanc leans more towards being crisp and clean,
showing light minera flavors than having overly intense
aromas and flavors, which issometimesfound in Sauvignon
Blancs from New Zealand. Thisis a Sauvignon Blanc that
everyonewill enjoy.

France: TheCotedu Rhone

The 1998 vintage in the Rhone Valley is not to be missed.
The fruit and structure of these wines is superb, they are
solid all the way through and the fruit is just bursting with
complexity and charm. There have been very few 1998
Rhone’ swhich have not been satisfying, rather the majority
of them are very good to excellent. We have chosen just a
few of the newly arrived 1998's, that we found to be
particularly inviting and exemplified the vintage as a hole.
We will have a huge array of various producers and styles
from this spectacular vintage at al of our various locations
injust afew months.

DomainelesGrand Bois, Cotedu Rhone

1998 Unfiltered $13.99 $11.98
The Cote du Rhone's from 1998 have so much to offer,
especially thisone, the blend of cassis, wild raspberry, herbs
de Provence, and faint aromas of terroir (earth) add so much
charm and interest to the wine. The weight on the palateis
justright, lively yet structured. Thefruit isbright and vibrant.
Only available at our Virginia location.

Dom desL ambertins, Cotedu Rhone 1998
$1099 $ 8.98

Thisis simply a delicious bottle of Cote du Rhone. Itisa
great bargain too. The fruit and structure is so invitingly
rich, with the right dose of wild herbs and a mixture of
beautiful red berries to match the overall structure of the
wine. Highly recommend this Rhonefor now drinking and it
will certainly age gracefully over thenext fiveyears.

Sign up for our

finewine.com
tasting events...

California‘97 Caber net
ShirazvsSyrah
Chardonnay
see page 5

1351 Chain Bridge Road, McLean, VA  703-356-6500



Italy

Bacchus cast hiswinemaking strengthsto the Piedmont
regioninthe 1998 vintage. Thesewinesare gloriously
charming and inviting with so much pretty, vibrant fruit
that it will be hardto hold ontothem. They are drinking
beautifully right now; it'sasif one could tastethewarm
summer day with the fresh breeze of the cool nightsin
your glass. We just love how fragrant and charming
they are. These areredsthat will easily gowith arange
of meats, such as, veal and pork and even grilled
seafood, just put adlight chill before serving.

ElioAltare, Dolcettod’ Alba1998 $16.99
Thisissuch adramatic and flavorful Dolcettowiththe
wonderfully deep dark berry flavorsthat show richness
and length. The beauty of awinelikethisistheweight
and accessibility it offers. Simply put thisisadelicious
wine! Superb quality and taste!

T

Rivetti, La Spinetta, Barberad’ Asti
“Ca’'di Pian” 1998 $17.99

Showsajazzy qudity, with intriguing rustic flavorsthat
display awonderful savory edge with notes of violets,
dry fruit, rose petas, herbal character, dight straw, and
toasted bread quality on the nose that is well focused
and high toned. Great feel on the palate with around
and rich character. Thisisawinethat is showing well
right now but will certainly continueto evolve over the
next severa years.

20A Grand Corner Ave. Gaithersburg, MD 301-987-5933

Winter Warming
Port

Itisjust amazing that a L ate Bottle Vintage Port was made
from this superb vintage, 1994. From that vintage the two
top producers were Taylor Fladgate and Fonseca, both
received 100 pointsfor their vintage port. That’swhy itisso
surprising to have found a LBV made from these two
producers. The beauty of these wines is that they are at a
fraction of the price compared to thereal thing (Vintage Port).
What do we mean by the “real thing”, well, a bottle of
“vintage” port is considered to be the best of the best and
only madein great vintages. The Late Bottled Vintage (LBV)
isaport madein the vintage style but aged for 4 to Syearsin
the barrel and then put into the bottle to age, so therefore it
ismuch more approachabl e upon release than atrue vintage
port would be. One should drink the LBV’swhilethevintage
port ages, most vintage port needs around 15-20 years to
reachitsfull potential.

Taylor Fladgate, L ate Bottle Vintage 1994

$26.99

Itisincrediblethat thisLBV has so much to offer with such
dramatic flavors and such beautiful inky, almost black color.
There are such deep and profound dark fruit flavors that
resound throughout the wine. Making this a great deal for
now drinking and will certainly keep aging for the next
decade. Thefirst thing that comesto mind when tasting this
isWow! what agreat glass of port. It isrich, tasty and with
along and lingering finish. Thetexture onthe palateisround
and deep.

Fonseca, Late Bottle Vintage 1994 $26.99

Thisisapower driven Port with the same kind of dark and
extracted fruit quality that the Taylor Fladgate LBV hasto
offer. That isto say, itiswonderfully layered and rich wine,
with the profound aromatics of dark chocolate, dark cherry
and notes of licorice. On the finish it shows a much more
solid quality, it has afuller style that shows a bigger tannic
structure and afirmer oak presence.

1351 Chain Bridge Road, McLean, VA  703-356-6500




Spain

Spain is an amazing destination and there is so much diversity in both the landscapes as there is with the wines. One of the
regions, which currently are showing the most mind-blowing and intense wines, isthe appellation of Priorato, located in the
northeastern part of Spain within the region of Tarragona. The wines from here show incredible power and profound depth
of fruit extraction. Theseare all world class wineswith the quality to proveit. Theworld has only recently become aware of
these already “cult” wines and are becoming even harder and harder to get. Get them while they last.

ClosM ogador, Priorato 1996 $59.99

Thisis apowerhouse of awine with an array of dark, aimost inky fruit extraction, with hints of lead pencil, amonds, rich
marzipan and showing big tannins. Thiswine has so much to offer there are layers upon layers of flavorsthat areintensely
complex and bold. The balance between power and refinement issuperb, thefinish just lingerson the palate. Wejust lovethis
winethisis serious stuff! Shear power in abottle.

ClosMartinet, Priorato 1996 $69.99

Simply put thisis a bold and powerful wine with massive richness and packed with loads of stuffing. It is so delicious and
complex that it isalmost impossibl e to describe this superbly elegant and wonderfully layered wine. Thereis such an array of
dark fruit, lavender, rosemary, and notes of dark chocolate that one doesn’t know wereto start. So, just enjoy it, it'sawesome!

Martinet, Bru 1996 $24.99

Made from ablend of Grenache and Carignan, thisisan intensely complex winethat displaysarange of raspberry, dark berry
flavors, and licorice with asolid body but not over the top. It hasalot of structure and power without the length and drama
of the ClosMartinet. Thisrepresentsasolid winefrom Priorato. A great example of what iscoming out of Priorato these days.

FEBRUARY/MARCH 2000 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Finewine Maryland Finewine Virginia

Saturday, February 12th French Rhonewineson Tastingin MD & VA
Saturday, February 19th Italian ‘98 Dolcettoon Tastingin MD & VA
Saturday, February 26th Spring Whiteson Tastingin MD & VA

Saturday, March 4th Spainish Sherry on Tastingin MD & VA

Thursday, March 14th 7-9pmin Maryland .
$40 per person pre-payment confirms reservation L et usknow what tadti ng eventsyou
would liketo have!

1997 CALIFORNIA CABERNET TASTING
We'll taste:  Wm Hill Cabernet
Sterling Caber net
Geyser Peak Cabernet
J Lohr Cabernet
Frogs Leap Cabernet
Joseph Phelps Caber net
Cheese and breads will be served
Sparkling reception 7:00-7:30pm
Comparitive Cabernet Tasting 7:30-9:00pm

20A Grand Corner Ave. Gaithersburg, MD 301-987-5933 1351 Chain Bridge Road, McLean, VA  703-356-6500




FEBRUARY 2000 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
FREE TASTINGS FRIDAY NIGHTS & SATURDAYS

WWW.ﬁIleWine.COM

finewine.com

(Cecile’s WineCellar)
1351 CHAIN BrIDGE RoAD
McLEaN, VA 22101
703.356.6500
703.356.6502 rax

OpPEN 10-7PM DAILY
SATURDAY 9-6PM CLOSED SUNDAY

Our New Location...

The Washingtonian Center
20A Grand Corner Ave
Gaithersburg, MD 20878
301.987.5933
301.987.5934 rax

OpPEN 10-8rM DAILY
Sunpay 11-6rMm
email us cwc@finewine.com

Bulk RATE
U.S. Postace
PAID
RockviLLe, MD
PermiT No.
4297

Visit our New Store &
Wine Bar in Gaithersburg, MD
Now Open 7 days!

CLINE ZINFANDEL 1998
$9.98

A round and tasty wine. Lovely strawberry notes.

\_Serve with stews, birds and grilled meats.




